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Advertiſement. 


HEN Mer. Spotſwood firſt 
opened a Circulating Li- 
brary, the Manuſcript of the fol- 
lowing Piece was left with him by 
a thin, author-like Perſon, who 
called himſelf Jeremiah Huſtle-cap, 
Gent. in the Nature of a Depoſit, 


in Lieu of ſome Books he borrow- 


ed. Mr. Huftle-cap ſeemed to ſet 
ſome Value upon it——but as Mr. 
Spotſwood does not pretend. to 
judge of this, and as Mr. Huſtle- 
cap has left the Kingdom in Mr. 
Spotſwood's Debt, this Pamphlet is 
humbly offered to the Public in 
order to reimburſe him, and in- 
ſcribed to Mr. H—y for no other 
Purpoſe, than that it may haye a 
better Sale thereby. | 
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B A T T EE 
HORN-BOOKS. 


N that memorable period, when Chriſtianity, 
had made ſuch a progreſs, and was ſo clear- 
ly underſtood and demonſtrated, that the people 
of the Dioceſe of , ſecing nothing elſe to 
engage their attentions in it, began, for want 
of ſomething to do, to entertain doubts of 
its truth and evidences: From this dangerous 
inveſtigation they were happily called off, by a 
diſpute of a very ridiculous kind, which aroſe 
in a certain Pariſh in the Dioceſe, between the 
School-maſter and his Boys, about a parcel of 

Horn-Books. | 
This diſpute, which at firſt view ſeems ſo 
childiſh and abſurd; appears, when traced to its 
origin, to have a great deal of knavery in it. | 

The Rector of this Pariſh is a Nuraliſt, having 

two Livings beſides, which he takes care of him- 
ſelf, and this more remote one he leaves to a 
Curate, who is, generally ſpeaking, no _ 
| tan 


. 
than an infidel, or at leaſt a meer man of tbe 
world, who will ſtick at nothing to ſooth the 
reigning whim of his Superior. | 

The preſent Taſte of this Dnitary happens 

to be Button-making, and his favourite material 
is Horn : the riſe and progreſs of which taſte we 
are enabled to give from authentic memorials, 
preſerved in the Veſtry of the Pariſh. 
It is a truth well known to all good Catholics, 
that the people of theſe three Pariſhes, being 
the deſcendants of thoſe ſacrilegious monſters 
who were concerned in the martyrdom of the 
holy Becket, were, for this reaſon, branded by 
Heaven with the opprobrious mark of Horns 
and Tails, which deſcended lineally from fire to 
ſon, during a long courſe of years; and in theſe 
three contiguous Pariſhes, were they ſettled all 
together; a race abhorred, diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of mankind by their hideous appear- 
- ance, the mark of heavenly wrath ; nor ſeemed 
they leſs the outcaſts of Providence, by the hor- 
rors of their clime, which poured down malig- 
nant diſeaſes, maladies, and death, on their de- 
voted heads. 

But of all the race of man, they were the 
moſt patient. Thro' the dark middle ages, they 
laboured inceffantly, working convenience out of 
pain ; but they ſtill continued the abomination of 
Ecclefiaſtics : when the men of this order were ex- 
orbitant in their demand of Tythes, Benevolen- 
ces, Peter-pence, &c. they made head againſt 
them, and with their natural weapons of de- 
fence, routed the ſacred band. This made them 
ſtill more abhorred by all the Chriſtian World ; 
but they ſtill perſiſted, defending their proper- 
ties, and, with amazing induſtry, making gra: 

ua 
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dual advances to a more comfortable ſtate. At 
length they were ſo much taken notice of by 
their neighbours, that they were ſeen daily mi- 
grating in whole families, into this diſtrict, once 
ſo much contemned. This addition of ſtrength 
increaſed their induſtry ; and hence we may 
date the commencement of that ſuperiority they 
began to aſſume in the Dioceſe about the time of 
the Reformation ; when they were ſome of the 
firſt that began to burn their maſs-books, to 
break down their altars, and cake the lead in 
deſtroying monaſteries. For theſe and ſundry 
other impieties their Horns were continued, and 
they uſed them, in defence of their Tythes, a- 
gainſt their Proteſtant Rectors, with as much 
ſucceſs as againſt the Catholic Clergy formerly. 
An event of a very tragical nature was the con- 
ſequence of this. One of their Rectors in- 
ſiſted that he had a right of ſettling their quota 
of Tythes as he pleaſed, in contradiction to what 
they aſſerted, viz. That the power of granting 
Tythes was originally in them; and when he 
came in his coach with a great attendance, to 
levy contributions forcibly on them, they put 
his retinue to flight, took him out of his coach, 
and toſſed the poor old gentleman on their Horns, 
till they left him for dead; he was carried home, 
and expired next day. | 

The preſent Incumbent, who is ſo fond of But- 
ton-making, has lately found his ſtock of Horn very 
low; and not chuſing to make any demands on the 
people of the two Pariſhes where he reſides, (who 
are a very ſtubborn and head-ftrong race) he has 
ordered the Curate of this remote Pariſh, to ſet up 
on the church-door, the following paper. 


To 
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To the well-beloved in the Pariſh of , is 


the Dioceſe of — „ greeting. 
* WHEREAS, my brethren ! the impu- 
tation to a man of wearing Horns, is moſt 
diſhonourable, as it impliech certain back- 


 flidings in his ſpouſe ; and moreover, as Horns 


are the mark of the Beaſt and of Antichriſt : 
And whereas, notwithſtanding theſe weighty 
conſiderations, the people of my other two 
Livings, are far from being aſhamed of this 
brand of Beelzebub, that they rather glory 
init; whereas it is notorious that theſe Horns 


were ſent upon their progemtors, as a pu- 
niſhment for ſacrilege and murder. That the 


Gentiles, namely the Greeks and Romans of 
old, wore the ſame badges of heavenly ab- 
horrence, we learn from two paſlages in 
ſcripture ; namely, in Daniel, where a king 
of Greece 1s called a horned Goat ; the other 
in Revelations,. where Rome appears under 
the parabolical repreſentation of the Beaſt, 
(mark that my brethren !) with ſeven heads 


and ten Horns ;, ſhewing thereby, that their 


ſactious and ſeditious ſpirit, ty py fied by the 


Horns, was by three degrees greater than 


their wiſdom, adumbrated by the heads. 
And furthermore, as a Horned Beaſt is apt to 
take great liberties in brandiſhing, puſhing, 
and fencing with his horns, to the great ter- 


ror of pregnant women, and danger of wide 
* trowiſers ; therein, as I deem, is ſhewn God's 


abhorrence to that ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, 
vulgarly called Liberty, for which theſe com- 
monwealths of Greece and Rome, were no- 


torious. Let no man delude you, O my be- 


loved flock ! by telling you, that honourable 
mention 


1 
< cnention is made of Horns in the Scriptures, 
« z. the Horn of my falvation ; for, the 
Jure Divino interpreters have found out, 
ſubſtituting a ſingle point under the Hebrew 
* word, that it ſignifieth nat a Horn, but a 
15 Chamber-pat, or Fourdain, viz. The Chamber- 
* p07 of aur ADVANCEMENT ; meaning, that 
< that the ſalubrious and ſaline irrigations from 
* the Chamber-por of our ſuperiors, is che only 
< rational means of advancement and worldly 
3 glory. And will not ye, my brethren! be 
< the foremoſt in throwing away theſe ſymbols 
of Heatheniſm ? Will not ye be a light in che 
path of your deluded brethren? Will not ye. 
* ceaſe to worſhip the hg Places in one ano- 
«-rher's forcticads? Ye will, I traft; and peace- 
Z ably give up to my Curate, theſe objects of 
＋ Heaven's hatred. He will cauſe them to be 
* gently removed, by Operators properly qual- 
« #4, and delivered up to me, where they 
©* ſhall ( in verbo /acerdatis) be manufactured into 
5 © ſpecial Buttons, and diftnbuted carefully a- 
* mong my beloved people; and the more 
credit may be given to my promiſe on this 
ws. on, as it is well known that J former- 
< Iy ſpent both time and money in making 
 *. Bownets for ſore of my poorer pariſhioners® 
Now, although ſome malicious people imagin- 
ed that all tus was only to get the management 
and ſetting of the Tythes in his own hands; 
yet I can't help thinking his intentions were 
good, {for he had an excellent private character) 
and that he really intended to return them their 
Horns, moſt 720igionfly manufactured into But- 
tons: But he left too many affairs of impor- 
tance to the care of an Exriſemss, of a doubtful 
B character, 


( 


character, and to the Curate, who, it is thought, 
made a coniiderable ſum by their management 


of the Pariſh Horns. 


Theſe Confederates ſet out with informing 


the Pariſh, in veſtry aſſembled, that his Reve- 
rence had a Revelation, that the puniſhment for 
the ſacrilege and murder of Becker, being remit- 
ted, the poſterity of his murderers were no long- 


er to be puniſhed by wearing Horns. But the 


people ſeemed ſomewhat doubtful, whether 
they were not ſo changed by length of time, as 
to be a blefling, rather than a curſe, and utter- 
ly refuſed to part with them on any account. 
By gentle uſage, it is thought, they might have 
been prevailed upon; but what they found in- 
ſiſted on ſo ſeriouſly, they began to ſet a value 
upon, and think of importance. | 

The Exci/eman began then to play another 
battery: he affected to rally them on their un- 
faſhionable appearance — he had been for ſome 
time in the more poliſned part of the country 
where (as he told them) every one wore his 
Horns in his pocket that this was at the ſame 
time modiſh and convenient; and a great deal 
more to the ſame purpoſe: but the people ob- 
jected, that ſome folks would attempt to pick 
their pockets, who durſt not pluck them off 
their brows. 

But the moſt extraordinary argument of all, 
was one uſed by the Curate, who pretended to 


have a ſmattering of phyſic z he told them very 


ſeriouſly, That it was very detrimental to 


&« their health to wear ſuch enormous Antlers— 


sas it was plain to every one of them that the 
free current of the air was obſtructed by 
* their Horns, where-ever a croud of them 

were 


0 
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ere gathered together,” —This was anſwer- 


ed by Harry Allen, who obſerved, ** That the 
« Effluvia, commonly called the ſpirits of barts- 
yorn, which muſt needs impregnate the air 
in ſuch ſituations, was known to be much 
© more ſalubrious and exhilarating, than the 
e obſtruction cauſed by the Horns, was per- 
„ nicious.“ 

Luke Carlton and Iſaac M*Quirk diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves hkewiſe in defence of their ancient 
Creſt—but their ſpeeches are not recorded 


In ſhort, the Confederates finding they could do 


no good by open force, reſolved to proceed b 
more ſecret means, (and which ſeemed at fi 


to tend to their purpoſe leſs evidently); on 


pretence, That the common political pamph- 
lets, (which were uſed in whole quires as ab- 
** ſterſives, in the daily ſacrifices of Cloacina) 
* on account of the virulent ingredients of the 
* ink, were apt to communicate complaints of 
an hemorrhoidal nature, commonly called 
the piles; and as this appeared to be an epi- 
demical diſtemper in the Pariſh, by the un- 


toward and ungainly poſtures they fat and 
| * knelt in at church, to the utter ſcandal of all 


orthodox Chriſtians, and encouragement of 
** Preſbyterians and other ſectaries: They 
** therefore ordained, that on pain of excom- 


© munication, no one ſhould uſe, or cauſe to be 


** uſed, as they ſhould anſwer the contrary at 
** their peril, any paper, or papers, as abſterſives 


* Cloacal or ſubſepial, excepting only ſuch as in 


* this order is ſpecified; namely, ſuch as is 
commonly called Harlequin-paper ; or, in 


default thereof, the paper called Fool's-cap, 


to be ſold at a certain price, in a ſubſequent 
* order to be ſpecified.” —— 
| ä To 
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but denied the pa 
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To this ridiculous edict they were obliged te 


ſubmit, on pain of being thought heterodox, 
although the Statute Paper, as it was called, per- 


formed the operation ſo harſhly, as frequently 


to bring the ſkin along with it. The Diſorder, 


For which it was meant a remedy, it conſiderably 
alleviated indeed in the parts primarily affect- 


ed, yet the confequence was a great deal 


worſe; for it drove the malady upwards by de- 


grees to the other extremity, which firft ſhewed 
itſelf by inflammations in the eyes, and tubercles 
of a very alarming appearance on the head 
and face—this was preciſely what the Confede- 
rates wanted—— They immediately, on a com- 


plaint being made to them of this terrible phæ- 


nomenon, admitted the reality of the diſtemper, 
per to be the cauſe, — they 
affirmed that the Diſorder, though it had not 
appeared for long before, had been of ancient 


ſtanding in the Pariſh—and was neither more 
nor leis than a /cald bead that there was 


lately arrived in the Parſonage Houſe, a travell- 


ing Doctor from the North, who was famous for 


his invention of an infallible cure for this nau- 
ſeous ailment 


This ſpecific was a waſh, the 
chief ingredient of which (among many things 


of a very pernicious nature) was the ſtale 
 Chamber-lee (as the Doctor termed it) of gouty 


Noblemen, and other people of bigb blood, 


with which the part, being anointed, would 
immediately be reſtored to its priſtine purity. 


This remedy was not approved by all; 


i a majority ſoon gave their voices for 


t, and an Order of Veſtry was obtained for 
purchaſing i it from My Lords Chambermaids, to 


hom 


. 
whom this article, from being of no account, 
ſoon became a valuable perquiſite : according- 
ly, in a few days, a man was ſeen driving, a 
pack-horſe through the Village, with a rundlet 
at each fide, full of this ſovereign Panacea, 
crying, Wha wants me?” as they do in Edin 
burgh, for a purpoſe equally laudable. + 

Theſe two vellels were ſoon emptied, and 
more ſent for; but there had been a "previous 
order given, that none ſhould begin to waſh, 
till ail were ſupplied with the Lotion, that it 
might be performed by all the Pariſh at once, 
when the Curaze, who was ſkilled in aſtrology, 
ſhould announce a favourable hour. 

The hour was at length proclaimed' with due 
Plemnity, when, korrible to relate ! no fooner 
had they began the ablution, than all at once 
their Horns fell off; and they were ſuddenly 
left deſpoiled and bare of their ancient and ho- 
nourable weapons of defence. And now it ap- 
peared why the Curate had fixed one hour for 
this fatal purpoſe, viz. that the affair might be 
brought about at once, before one part of the 
Village could be alarmed by the fate of the 
other. 

Enraged that ſuch a trick ſhould be played 
them, chey made a dreadful buſtle for ſome 
time; but all in vain, their Horns were gone, 
and already in the hands of the Button- making 
Parſon. Thus cteſt-fallen, and ſhorn of their 
honours, they ſcarce appeared the ſame people, 
even their intellects ſeemed to decline with 
the loſs. Some fondly imagined that they would 
get a ſufficient return of Buttons, to conſole them 
for their loſs: not conſidering that ſuch things 
as theſe. mult needs come through the hands 


e 
of the Confederates, and conſequently ſuffer great- 
ly in the conveyance, as they never miſſed an 
opportunity of accumulating ; for not long af- 
ter, a ſet of fellows, whom the Curate called his 
Badgmen— a horrible fraternity, fit for any pur- 
poſt, were ſeen in liveries with Buttons of this 
identical Horn, which was of ſuch a remarkable 
colour, chat all the Pariſh knew it. Never were 
people more at a loſs, than theſe were, when 


they firſt began to ſet about ſuch buſineſs, as 
their Horns uſcd io aſſiſt them in; they felt as 
if ihey had loſt a limb. An unconcerned per- 


ſon could not have preſerved his gravity, to 
ſee what awkward efforts they made in {ſuch 
things, as with the help of their Antlers, they 
uſed to manage with eaſe; ſuch as hay-making, 
nut-gathering, Bull-baiting (for which this Pa- 


Tiſh was remarkable to a proverb) faggot- 


making, c. &c. 
But ſome things of a more ſerious kind, 


that followed, ſoon made them forget ſuch 


trifles as theſe, —A Spectacle which had not ap- 
pearcd in thoſe parts for ſeven centuries before, 
began now to be common; the defenceleſs Peo- 


ple ſaw, for the firſt time, the Parſon's Tythe- 
Farmer aſſeſſing the produce of their land at his 


plcaſure, and levy ing his dues, without any 


previous conſultation with them. 


Nor was this all — On pretence that eve- 


ry object that recalled to memory their late 


misfortune, ſerved only to prolong their 
ſorrows, the Cunſederates gave out, that 


43 
' 


For the real good of the Parthh, the 


great object of all his ſpiritual labours, he 


* thought it very meet, fit, and requiſite to 
t* be done, that they ſhould forthwith give 
* N cc 


up 
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* up all their domeſtic utenſils and implements, 
made or faſhioned of Horn, foraſmuch as 
„% ſuch objects conftantly before their eyes 
&* ſerved only to Eternize imaginary woe (as 
he termed it, for he was a Maſter of ſtyle, 
© having been a Sizar in ——— College) and 
* that fimilar implements of wood ſhould be 
“given them in their ſtead.” me 
It is an old obſervation, that the advices. of 
ſuperiors are to be conſidered as commands; 
the Pariſh ſaw the admonition in this light, and 
very quickly conformed ; ſo much was their 
ſpirit broken by their late hardſhips—their power 
of defence and inclination were gone toge- 
ther—a few indeed, very unſeaſonably, made 
objections to this procedure, and took abundance 
of pains to ſave their houſhold goods from ſa- 
cerdotal rapine. 4 | 

Among the moſt remarkable of theſe, was one 
Malter, who was accuſtomed to ſtand perdue in 
a high tree, that commanded the whole Village, 
and when he deſcried any of the Curate's 
Badgmen coming to plunder the poor peaſants, 
he gave the word H/are-Hawks!/—a cabaliſtic 
expreſſion, uſed by the benevolent perſons who 
attend in the narrow alleys, and on the quays of 
this great city, to warn the ſculking wretch of 
the Conſtable's approach. Heng, he got the 
name of Watt. Ware-Hawks. & 

To rouſe a little of their ancient ſpirit, he 
uſed frequently to go through the Village, ſinging 
the following ſtanza ; TO. 


Ta 
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Take thou no {cor 
To wear the Horn, 
Thy fauler father wore it, 
And thy forcfatter bare 45 
Sing O e Horn, the lay Horn; 
Ei not to be beidin fears | 


But this ſerved for little elſe, aces FRE 
the idea of their misfortuncs ; for every day 
they loſt ſome ſpoon, cup, or other thing made 
of Hom, on the old pretence. 

And here let me digreſs a little, to mention 
the fare of poor Lute Carlioy —For a plebeian, he 
had very: high notions of what he thought his 
right, and would talk whole days in the Veſtry 
about the roguery of Tythe-farmers : He had a 
ſtrange obliquity of aſpect, and having got 4 
habit of ſquinting, by inceſſantly gazing upwards 
at a huge pair of Antlers which he wore in better 
days, = this defect of viſion he got the name 
of Sir Cunlet Oglc among the Boys of the Partſh, 
and the Curate's p 

Thus man having been, before he ſettled here, 


phy ſician in ordinary to the Ting of the Gypfees, 


was continually plaguing the Villagers with ſome 
recetpt or ot make Horns grow again, to the great 
diverhon of the Curate and Exciſeman ; and being 
evidently diſordered in his head by the fofs of 
his Horns, be was at lait ſent to Bedlam, whence 


he broke looſe again, and appeared in the Village 


as mad as ever. They that remembered for- 
mer times, looked on him with a fort of mourn- 


ſul veneration, but the youngſters laughed at him, 


and made him their but. At laſt an unlucky Wag 
laid a bet with him, that he would not catch a 


pig 


CF} 
pig by che tail (which he had previouſly ſoaped) ; 
the poor Lunatic chaſed the animal with fo 
much perſeverance, that being overheated, he 
fell into a pleuriſy, and died. Such was the 
end of Sir Gimlet Ogle. 

In the mean time, norwithfianding the vigi- 
lance of IVarehawk's and others, every thing 
which the Village could produce, made of Horn, 
was going off gradually; combs, ſpectacles, razor- 
hafts, handles of knives, &c. ſo that (as the moſt 
of ſuch things in the Village were of Horn,) 
there was ſoon very little left, except the Horn- 
Books of the Schvol-Boys. 

Theſe Horn-Books were much coveted by 
the Curate, for ſeveral good reaſons, and he began 
now to fix upon a proper emiſlary for this purpoſe. 
This was one Jack Fiddle Hlank, a Sowgelder ; 
—the ſame unlucky wight, who ſoaped the 

ig's tail, by which ſo woeful a hunting-match 

fel poor Sir Gimlet Ogle. This wag, when 
the Curate's Badgemen were about to rob him 
of his Sow-gelder's Horn, according to law, 
begged of them to wait a while, till he would 
give them a leſſon on his inſtrument, and im- 
mediately clapping it to his mouth, he uttered 
ſuch an infernal hubbub of jarring ſounds, ming- 
led with the caterwauling of batchelor cats, and 
the grunting of boars, croſſed in love, that the 
poor Badgemen thinking all the enraged animals 
in the Pariſh were ſetting upon n 1 80 fairly 
took to their heels. 

By ſeveral ſuch waggeries as theſe, did he 
keep his enſign of -honour a long time; till at 
laſt the Confederates began to think him a 
nuiſance in the Pariſh, and a fomenter of Hete- 
redox Principles. However, they thought it more 

| eligible 
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. 13 
eligible to take him off by ſome bribe, than attack 


him by open force; for Jack was ſo beloved in 
the Paciſh, on account of his rogueries, that there 


was no ſuch thing as ferretting him out of his 


lurking places. Jack was, therefore, on a promiſe 
of ſafe conduct, ſent for to ſplay ſome Tythe-Pigs 
belonging to his Reverence: hen they had got 
Jack amongſt them, they began to extol his 
fine natural parts to the ſkies ; exclaiming, 
© What pity 'twas—ſo 'twas—that ſuch a fine 
& ſcholar was not put in the place of the old 
“ doting Schoolmaſter of the Pariſh !” 

Juſt then, as it had been concerted, the Ex- 
ciſeman ſteps in with the news of Andreu 
French's death, the late Schoolmaſter ;—--his 
Reverence immediately congratulated. Jack on 


his advancement—his inſtallation followed next 
Gay ; and then *twas no longer Jack Fiddle-Flank, 


but Mr. John Flea-Breech, > School-maſter. 
There was a deeper deſign i in this than barely 
to get Jack out of the way; they wanted to 
get into their poſſeſſion, the above-mentioned 
Horn-Books, which were no common alphabets ; 
bur of much greater conſequence than they 


appeared. 


A complete ſet, in number ſeventy, were left 
to the Pariſh, by an old Lady, an adept in the 
occult ſciences : to them ſhe communicated 8 
tain properties and virtues of a peculiar nature, 
among which the moſt remarkable was, that 


each of them was a very juſt criterion of a Boy's 
- ſpirit; and ſhowed, by infallible ſigns, 17 ͤ A5 


he had in him the Stamina of a Gentleman, or a 
Plebeian. A Lad of Blood might play at quoits, 
ſhuttle- cock, or duck-and-drake, with his Horn- 
Book, and it ſtill continued bright and clean ;— 

whereas 
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whereas the Book of a mean ſpirited little fel- 
low, tho' kept with the niceſt care, had always 
a ſoiled look, and the letters were hardly diſ- 
tinguiſhable.—The old Lady uſed to fay, that 
the books were made of the Horns which blew 
down the walls of Jericho: 

The Lads, who were thus diſtinguiſhed by 
this honourable and ſupernatural teſtimony, 


were rendered thereby juſtly ambitious of ſtill 


higher diſtinction, and applied ſo cloſe to learn- 


ing, that the Confederates feared they would at 


laſt attain a knowledge of #:ght and wrong, and 
thence aſpire to regain the honours and proper- 


ty their fathers had loſt. \ 
Hence it ſoon appeared, that it was on con- 


dition of getting theſe valuable pieces of anti- 


quity into their hands, that the Confederates 
gave Jack the School. They knew Jack to be 


a waggiſn fellow, and that he had been a jug- 


ler in his youth—ſeveral manceuvres of which art 
he till retained, and very often on holidays, 
played them off in the School to the utter 
aſtoniſhment of the youngſters : among other 
tricks, he would ſometimes ſhow them two pup- 
pets, dancing with arms a-kimbo, who would 
ſometimes curtſey,—whiſper,—ſtart back, as if 
offended, —quarrel, and knock their heads toges 
ther, to the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of the ſums 
ple ſpectators. —This was performed by Jack 
lying ſtretched ſupine, —covered with a quilt, 
all but his arms, which he had thus diſguiſed 
like puppets. When they were tired of this, he 
uſed to repreſent the battle between a mad Dog 
and a Furthing Candle : Parallel to the horizon, 
he hung up a long tick, having at one end a 
candle lighted, with a bell under it, to balance a 
| C 2 ſmall 
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ſmall cage, with a Cat in it, hung at the other; 
the Cat was taught to challenge the Dog, by 
clapping her paw to her noſe, - the Dog flew at 
her, and when he thought he had hold of her, 
the candle came round, and applied to his 
touchhole behind—he ſprings over the Cat— 
comes round again—and renews the chaſe. — 

Several feats of this kind he performed gratis; 


but at laſt he began to inſinuate, that they muſt 


give {omething,—elſe, no Pay no Play, was the 
word. This condition was agreed to eagerly 
and 1n a ſhort time—both their mother's pin- 
cuſhions, and their own private ſtock of pins, 
were quickly exhauſted : When he found they 
had nothing elſe to give, he had the effrontery 
to aſk their Horn- Books or their holiday-ſports 


ſhould abſolutely be diſcontinued. Some of the 


Boys were glad to part With theirs, as they 
could not keep them clean for their lives and 
beſides, they were glad of an opportunity of 
ingratiating themſelves with the Pedagogue— 
To cheſe he gave Books of Gingerbread in their 
ſtead, with which they were as well ſatisfied ——, 
and he promiſed beſides, to them, and ſuch 
others as would be traftable, a Sight worth a 
dart-load of Horn-Books ; for next Friday, 
(God willing) they ſhould ſee him jump diwn 
bis own throat ! 208 
The Lads of Spirit however, ſuſpected all 
his Profeſſions; the laſt eſpecially, they knew 
to be a Banier—They- begged of him to ſuffer 
them to conſult their Fathers, before they ſhould 
give up their Books — _ | 
In the mean time, there were bloody 
feuds between the [Horn-mad-men and the 
Gingerb1ecad-Boys, (as the two Parties * 2 
Other; 


©. 9 . 


ether); while the Pedant was till preaching - 


Peace in public, and in private fomenting their 
Differences. N 

The expected day at length arrived, when 
Jack Fiddleflank, alias Flea-breech, was to 
perform that -MORE THAN MIRACLE, 
of jumping down his own throat Out of 
Special Grace, he had ordered both Parties to be 


admitted promiſcuouſly—which indeed was a 


gentleman-like thing enough ;—after waiting 
for ſome time they were ſuffered to enter, and 
there, inſtead of the expected ſcene, the firſt thing 
ſtruck their eyes was a Jack A/s, accoutred with 
a demi-pique ſaddle ; this grave Animal, no- 
thing moved at the concourſe, eyed the 
Aſſembly with a look of moſt philoſophic in- 
difference. After ſome time, Mr. Hea-breech 
appeared, in a long black crape gown, with 

twelve night- caps on his head, ſo that his 
face was ſcarce viſible. —Inftead of the ex- 
pected feat— 
againſt, them for that want of uniformity in 
their appearance, ſome having Books of 
Horn, others of Ginger-bread, (for he had 
ordered previouſly, that every one ſhould 
bring his Book with him) ; he then proceed- 
ed to give the genealogy. of his A, which 
he ſhewed plainly, to be deſcended in a right- 
line from the Aſs of Balaam:—that he was 
equally inſpired with his famous Progenitor— 
only one ſmall ceremony was wanting to give 
him power of utterance—namely, to ſhoe him with 
Horn- Books, —which advantage, as he plainly 
ſhewed, from the Chaldee Paraphraſt, Balaam's 
Aſs was poſſeſſed of —That he propoſed to make 
his As8 Pariſh-Clerk, and Member of the V ger both 


- theſe 


—he began bitterly to inveigh 
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Boos for ttus patriotic purpoſe. 
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theſe Places being vacant by the demiſe of the 
late Faul Primero ;—that he would engage, 
were his As once properly ſhod, he would raiſe 
a Pſalm which would make the ears of the 
Congregation tingle ;—that as they all knew 
very well,  /gnorance is the Mother of Devotion, 
and he would engage his V to be as ignorant 
as, any Saint in the calendar——and conſe- 
quently as great a Devolee— and as to the 
buſineſs of the Yeftry, he would at leaſt equal 
his Predeceflor. — Therefore, he humbly re- 
queſted they would ALL give up their Horn- 


- Some of thera aſked him, where the Horn- 
Books were which he had already got. He 
told them, he had cut them all into diſtinct 
Letters, which he had ſent to a Mill to make 
Verſes, whence they would come out in Rebus's 
Anagrams, Acroſticks, Sc. Sc. 

They deſired that he would grant them until next 
day to conſider of it He very politely agreed 
They took the opportunity, under covert of 
the night, to give up their Books to the care of 
Wait. Warchawks-—The ſecret, however, got 
air the next morning att fled——The 
School-Mafter at the head of the Ginger bread-Boys 
purſued att who had ex pected this, 
fled towards a deep river and threw the Horn- 
Books over in a Bundle to a Friend on the other 


Side. 
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CIRCULATING LIBRARY, 


ILLIAM SPOTSWOOD, Printer 

and Bookſeller, College-Green, oppoſite 
Angleſea-Street, begs Leave to acquaint the Public 
that he has laid in a Collection of modern Pieces of 
Entertainment, conſiſting of Hiſtory, Voyages, Travels, 
Memoirs, Novels, Plays, Poetry, & c. which he 
Lends to Read by the Week, Month, Quarter or Year, 
on ſuch Terms as he flatters himſelf will be agreeable 
to every Claſs of Readers; and as he is determined to 
have it conſtantly ſupply'd with every new Book pub- 
liſhed in London and Dublin, and to pay a punctual 
Attention to ſuch Commands as he may be favoured 
with, he hopes thereby to render it a convenient and 
agreeable fund of Literary Entertainment. Ihe follow- 
ing new Books lately publiſhed in London e has juſt 


Imported, viz. Home Lord Kaim's Sketches or the 


Hiſtory of Man, Campbell's Political Curv.y of Britain, 


Arſaces Prince of Betlis, by the 3 Qiicr of Ctr, ſal, 


Cheſterfield's Letters with his Lite, the Locket, 
Unfortunate Lady of Quality, Enchanted Lab rich, 
Edward, Agathon, Journey to London, 14.4] 7 rifie's, 
Aſſignation, Fatal Affection, Modern I ine Centieman, 
& c. Subſcribers living in any Part of Dublin, (mark- 
ing a Liſt of the Books they would chuſe to read) may 
have them ſent twice or thrice a Week, as may be agreed 
on, at a Britiſh Shilling per Quarter Extraordinary: 
Or thoſe reſiding in the Country may have a larger 
Quantity of Books, on paying Double Subſcription, 
leaving an adequate Depoſit, and defraying the Ex- 
pence of Carriage, CATALOGUESto be had at faid 
Spotſwood's, who executes all Manner of Printing on 
the loweſt Terms and with the utmoſt Neatneſs and 
Diſpatch; he is likewiſe ſupply'd with moſt new 
Books in all Faculties and Languages in the neateſt Bind- 
ings, and the beſt Stationary Ware, which he will diſ- 
poſe of at the moſt moderate Terms. | 


* 


The higheſt Prices given at ſaid Library for 


large and ſmall Parcels of Old Books, where may be had 
the Genuine Inſpiſſated Juice of Liquorice, fo well 
known and eſteemed for its Virtue in giving inſtant 
relief to Colds and other Diſorders of the Breaſt, Price 
a Britiſh Sixpence per Ounce; likewiſe, Anderſon's 
Genuine Scots Pills from five , Shillings to a Sixpegcg 
Britiſh per Box. : | 
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